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teps that to celeftial Manſions led. 4 
1 few awake have Thorthes ſo juft and bright 

As Thou aſleep amidſt the Shades of Night ! 

But fince thy Dreams ſo much of Truth partake, 

What clear Ideas fill thy Mind awake ! 

Then write again, nor 5 the uſeful Text, 

Tell us "e FOO” —_ of Vertue next. 


To my Friend Mr. "= 
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Advertiſement ent. 


His i is to aſſure the Reader, that 

the 1 Pages contain an 
Account of a cal Bram without 
any Addition or "Variation in the leaſt 
Circumſtance. The Impreſſion it 
made, and the Pleaſure it gave, were 
ſtrong enough to enable and engage 
me to commit it to Writi 12 
having communicated to ſom F riends, 
to whoſe Judgment I pay a very great 
Deference * perſwaded me, that 
the Morality the Scene would ren. 
der it more [Thai an Amuſement to the 


DREAM 


| x Echo t 1 was walkingio a in 2 
1 N ant green Path 
8 With Trees, the Branches ef 


which were filłd with — 

chirping and ſinging their wild 
in great Variety. he Charms of t os 
Place drew me into a ſerious Contem- 
22 5 of the Beauty and Order of the 

tion; N of this Syſtem 
which we inhabit: 1 reflected on the 
various Ranks of Beings dwelling og 
this Globe; the Subordination and 
Uſefulneſs of them to Man, the Lord 
of this lictle World. I then conſidered 
the Probability of more planetary 
Worlds in this Vortex: and that eac 
might contain a like beautiful Variety 
of Inhabitants; whoſe Natures and 
＋ | ras might b be * del 
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Old Man bid Kt hſerve thei AMtions 


ccels,. day that all-the Fiſh, 

. unded. hs 1 with their 

IE &S, . 4 Aces, were 
ir Fach m, but in other « 


8 laces they found no Bottom. How. 
= Bred agg f 4 e ny ſome 
ig che Neben Mme in the hallo 
aters; but not with equal 1 
The, former | catch'd nothing, whilſt 
the latter had their Toil and Skill we 
rewarded. This E remarked to m 
Companion, who ſaid, “ So it is wit 
Mankind in their ſearch alter Know- 
| & jedge; they who will buſy; them. 
3 ſelves to enquire after Subjects above 
& their Capacity, will ſpend their 
4. Days in fruitleſs Labour. Whilſt 
4 they who duly conſider the Powers 
«of 5 own Minds, the Nature of 
« the things about us” they are 
« "converſant, and the Nature of the 
e Evidence each Subject requires, will 
% only purſue aa fh attainable and 
cc profitable; and {hall always find 
„ their Labours well rewarded. 2 hen 
he led me to a rugged narrow Lane, 
the Entrance was difficult, by —_— 
* e Ditch and ſtcep Bank, hich 
whic 
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Which were to be paſſed before we 
Could enter a way that made but a ve- 
ry indifferent Appearance. He paſs'd 
with Eaſe, but I having with much 
Labour almolt gain'd the Top of the 
Bank, had fallen back into the miry 
Ditch, but that he gave me his Hand, 
and pull'd me over. I began to re- 
pine at this Difficulty, eſpecially when 
| found the Path into which we were 
got very rough and uneaſy. © Come, 
© cone, ſays my Guide, the firit Step 
© to Knowledge and Vertue is Reſo- 
« lution and Induftry ; without which 
« no Man ever obtained any thin 
4 truly great or good. He encourag'd 
me, by enlarging on this Principle du- 
ring the Continuance of the rough 
Lane, which was fo hedg'd in on both 
ſides, that we had no Proſpect of the 
adjacent Country. At length we 
paſs'd a Stile, when a new Scene pre- 
— w_ e kn 
The Path we were in continued in 
a ſtrait Line, leſs rugged than before; 
tho ſtill narrow, and a little rais d 
like a Cauſſey above the Neighbour- 
ing Fields, which were all expos'd to 
our View. My Guide bid me turn 


£7 
my Eyes to the right Hand, and ob- 
ſerve what the Crowds of People I 
might ſee there, were doing. I did fo, 
and perceived abundance of both 
Sexes, and of different Ages, engag'd 
in Courtſhip, Dalliance, and all the 
Parts of vicious Love: And there 
wanted not numerous viſible Inſtances 
of its ſad Effects: Some were reduced 
to Skeletons by their Exceſſes, ſome 
 appear'd cramp'd with intollerable 
Pains and Aches, proceeding from a 
tainted Blood, whillt others were co- 
ver'd over with foul leprous Scurfe, 
having loſt their Noſes, Lips, or Eyes, 
and were moſt loathſom to behold: 
Here one might ſee a Duel, there 
a private Aſſaſſination, and yoader 
Death convey'd in a Diſh of Meat, or 
Bowl of Wine. © See, ſee my Charge, 
„ faid my Old Man, ſee yonder gaw- 
& dy Scene, how pleaſant are the 
* flowry Meads ? How gay the young 
“% Lovers? How many charming Al- 
< lurements court their Senſes on eve- 
© ry ſide to Luxury and Riot? Alas! 
4 cried. I, you view but half the 
“Scene; ſee there, the ſad Cataſtro- 
* phe; But tell me, O my kind In- 
e B ͥ Rr. 
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ſtructor, are all the Joys of Love to 
* be abandon, or thoſè inſufferable 
« Conſequences born. No, no, ſays 
he, Miſery is not entail'd on Love 
« but Vice. Turn to the left. T 
turned and ſaw another Scene; A 
Country not adorned with all that 
ſprightly Gayety which Luxury in- 
vents, but nobly cultivated and en. 
rich'd with all the Neceſſaries and 
Convenieneies of frugal Life. The 
Paſtures fill'd with bleating Flock and 
lowing Heards ; the Arable crown'd 
with waving Corn and bending Sheafs ; 
the Garden-Plots repleniſhed with 
wholefom Roots and Herbage, and 
cool Summer-Fruits ; the hale Inhabi- 
tants were all employ'd in ſomething 
profitable; the young People bleſt with 
virtuous Love, 39 all ae 23 
vigorous Progeny of pratling Boys an- 
Ss; aid trek * Age beading 
beneath the Weight of Years, were 
free from all thoſe Pains and Trou- 
bles which conftantly attend, and 
oft times ſhorten a vicious Life, 1 
faid with Eagerneſs, I ſee, my 
« Guide, you were in the right, for 
Vice not Love produced thoſe 17 

MITES e Di- 


Eirh. 
« Diſorders I ſo much lamented. But 
* yet methinks I don't ſee in theſe, 
ce the mighty Tranſports, that tumul- 
« tuous Joy and Rapſody of Paſſion, 
& which appear'd on t'other ſide. Ob- 
« ſerve, replied the Old Man, that 
« Couple in their Retirement. See 
« with what a manly Tenderneſs he 
C addreſſes ; whilit ſhe receives him 
« withall the Languiſhments of a mo- 
C deft Love rais'd up to warm De- 
& {ires,—See what calm Joy remains 
in either Face, not interrupted by 


| © a guilty Conſcience, but heightned 


« by a juſt Senſe of Loveand Duty 
$6 join'd together. And now, my Pu- 
« pil, from this Inſtance of the high» 

_& eſt ſenſitive Enjoyments learn, that 
« Vertue never abridges a Man of true 
“ Pleaſure, either of Mind or Body, 
„ but raiſes both even to Perfection. 
Hence paſſing forward in our narrow 
Way, which now grew pleaſant to 
me, charm'd with my Tutor's wiſe 
Reflections, I obſerved a Company 
advancing towards us, but in the Path 
which led to the Fields of vicious 
Love, which lay juſt beneath us: As 
ſoon as they came up, they began to 
%§ö;ͤ—¹v | es —ao 
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reproach me for my Folly, in walking 
ſo rough a Path, when I might wit 
ſo much eaſe joyn them in a way ſo 
pleaſant, and that led to ſo charming 
a Place as the amorous Fields in view. 
Unmoved with their Reflections I re- 
torted, Chooſe you the eaſy Paths to 
certain Ruin, I am content with this 
which leads to Happineſs, tho hard 
and rugged ; and ſo diſdaining further 
Converſe, paſs'd on with my Guide, 
who ſaid on this Occaſion, © Tam 
« glad to ſee you add to Reſolution 
« Induftry, and a Contempt of all 
« unlawful Pleaſures, Conſtancy and 
« Perſeverance, without which be aſ- 
« ſured no End worthy the Purſuit of 
„ a rational Mind can ever be at- 
« tain'd. | : | 

The Encouragement I receiv*d from 
my Guide chang'd my Sentiments of 
Contempt into Pity, tor thoſe who re- 
proach'd me; which in paſſing a lit- 
tle forward I had Opportunity to diſ- 
cover; for we ſoon met another Com- 
pany following them in the ſame Path, 
with whom I began Telling them 
« the miſerable Conſequences of their 
« Joys in Proſpect; the guilty Re- 

& flections 


139 
& flections that would accompany 
e them; and the Vanity of prefer- 
& ring the licentious Enjoyment of 
cc unbridled Appetites, to the calm 
« Delights of Reaſon and Vertue, ac- 
& companied over and above with 
ce the Perfection of thoſe very Plea- 
“ ſyres which they ſo eagerly purſued, 
But I talk'd to the Winds, no Man 
regarded me; but with a ſcornful 
Smile every one kept his way. You 
« do well, faid my Old Man, to add 
<« Charity to Perſeverance : The Love 
« of your ſelt ought to be the Meaſure 
« of that to your Neighbour ; when 
“ you have found the way to Happi- 
_ © neſs, ſhew it to others; if they will 
*< not hear, their Deſtruction be on them- 
ſelves; but for your part, expect a 
Re ward for all the Good you practiſe. 
Whilſt he continued thus to en- 
courage me in the Ways of Ver- 
tue, We arrived at a populous City, 
where being entred, he ſaid, You 
„“ muſt abide here, I mult leave you, 
« but with this Advice, The Vertues 
„you have learnt in Theory in our 
“ Paſlage hither, are now to be re- 
« duced to Practice. You are inquiſi- 
«> 


[14 ] 
< tive after Knowledge, but learn to 
& confine your Enquiriesto thoſe Parts 
4 of Knowledge which are attainable 
and uſeful. See here, ſaid he, ta 
king a Syphon in his Hand, which 
had two Pipes tranſverſe, joyning the 
Leggs at each End; You think, 
4 ſays he, according to your Notion 
«< of the Laws of Mechaniſm, that on 
“ beading this Syphon, ſo as to bring 
« the Leggs one half nearer together, 
« the trantverſe Pipes ought to form 
« two right Angles: but try the Ex- 
« periment. I did fo, and found, that 
inſtead of producing a right lin'd Fi- 
gure as I expected, they fell into 
Curv'd Lines, and form'd a Circle. 
$ You fee, ſaid he, how liable you 
& are to receive falſe Principles, or at 
«laſt to be miſtaken in your Dedu- 
“ ions; and after all, you knew be- 
e fore how to make ule of this In- 
“ ſtrument as well as you do now, 
% From this Experiment learn, ne- 
“ ver to be confident of thoſe things 
which you have not throughly exa- 
| mined, or which being examined, 
don't admit of clear Evidence. Ne- 
s ver buſy your ſelf in the Search of 
VVV 
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to 3 
any thing, which when known can 
be of no Advantage to your ſelf or 
others. Morality, continued he, 
depends on certain and evident Prin- 
ciples, and is abſolutely neceſſary 
to the Perfection and Happineſs of 
a reaſonable Mind. Make this your 
Study and Practice, and take to 
your Aſſiſtance the divine Revela- 


tion, wherein you will find a per- 


fect Syſtem of Duty, a compleat 
Example for your Imitation, pow- 
erful Motives to perſwade, and ſuf- 
ficient Aſſiſtances to enable you to 
Obedience. And to conclude, the 
higheſt Authority attended with the 
cleareſt Evidence. 
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